PANCH MAHALS.
has only been in consequence of the great bulk of the cultivators being- unskilled agriculturists, such as Bhfls, that the resources-of this tract of country have not been developed to a greater extent than they have been. The position of the whole tract is, moreover-, unfortunate for the encouragement of agriculture, as it is surrounded on three sides by foreign territory, in the transport of produce through which it is liable to the imposition of transit duties, the effect of which was estimated by the Superintendent to be equivalent to an extra assessment of a rupee an acre. For the 668 acres of rice cultivation it was proposed to double the soil rate of the locality where it was found, and for lands under wells and water-lifts from streams (dhekuri) the maximum dry-crop rate of the group in addition to the dry-crop rate of the soil. The averages derived from these rates were 13a. lOp. in dry-crop lands, K,s. 1 12a. lOp. in rice, and Rs. 2 6a. in garden cultivation. The two latter wore evidently disproportionately low when compared with the first, but the intention was deliberate, with a view to encourage the better kinds of cultivation in a, backward country* The increase over ten years' average revenue was only 1-3-8.
Before the rates were introduced under the sanction of Government, doubts had^ariseii as to the correctness of the classification of soils, which was accordingly thoroughly scrutinized and revised. Two villages were entirely re-classified, and four partially so; while in four others an adjustment was found practicable on the results of the tests that had been taken. The rates were sanctioned for only two years, with a view to the guarantee expiring at the same time as that of the main body of the subdivision. Before the expiration of the two years for which the .settlement had been sanctioned, it had been determined to abandon, as in Dohad, all special assessments on lands under wells and water-lifts from streams, and impose on all lands adjudged to be irrigable from water to be found within twenty-two feet of the surface what would make up for the loss in revenue from such abandonment. This was accordingly done. It was not found necessary to alter the grouping of villages for dry-crop assessment, or the maximum rates temporarily sanctioned. The revenue had fluctuated so much that, whereas the revenue under the settlement